
AMERICAN LITERATURE HONORS 
 SUMMER READING 2020 

 

All students taking American Literature honors are expected to 
read Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club during the summer and 
come prepared to participate in the assignments discussed 
below.  
 
1. All students must read the novel by the first day of school 

and mark important passages in their books for use in class.  
2. During the first week of school, there will be discussions, an 

objective test and an in-class essay that will be included in 
your first six-week grade. 

 
Recommendations for summer reading focus: 
Ø Do not simply read the book. Study it carefully, take 

notes/annotate your texts (can use Post It notes) and 
discuss the books with others. 

Ø Compare and contrast themes, characters, and essential 
ideas in the book with works you’ve previously read and 
studied. What themes did you see? Where? Through 
which characters/actions, etc.? 

Ø Consider the author’s message(s) and the writing 
techniques (symbolism, motifs, tone, diction, syntax, 
characterization, etc.) used to convey themes. 

Ø Consider what commentary Amy Tan might be making 
about the American Dream 
 
 

*If you need to borrow a copy the school is setting up a time for your to borrow a 
school-issued copy. However, we highly suggest your obtain your own copy. 

 


